ST. MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH

A congregation of the
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
welcomes you!
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Fentecost

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
SATURDAY

“SHINE” CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP: 6:00 PM (15" SATURDAYS-CHAPEL)

SUNDAY
THE DIVINE LITURGY: 9:00AM
EDUCATION HOUR: 10:30AM

105 EAST “D” STREET BELLEVILLE, IL 62220
EMAIL: WORSHIP@STMARKBELLEVILLE.ORG

THE REvV. BRIAN M. ROBISON, PASTOR
THE REV. RONALD C. NEUSTADT, PASTOR EMERITUS

+ To parents with small children: We are glad your family is worshiping with us today! “Quiet Bags”
(supplies & activities for use by small children) are available in the Welcome Area. If you or your child need
a break from the service, feel free to use the Welcome Area/narthex (the service is audible over the speakers).

+ An accessible Restroom is available off the Welcome Area/Narthex next to the accessibility lift to the lower
level. Parish Hall and additional Restrooms are located on the lower level of the main church building. The
stairway is off the entrance foyer. An usher will be happy to assist you with the lift.

+ Assistive listening devices and low vision items are available. Please ask one of our ushers for assistance.

+ Land Acknowledgement: This church is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the
Quapaw, Myaamia, Kaskaskia, and Kickapoo peoples, and we give thanks for their presence here
since time immemorial. We also recognize and honor all our Indigenous siblings who have and still call
this land home.



PRELUDE “We Come to You for Healing F. Ashdown

WELCOME Please STAND as you are able

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the one God, whose compassion endures forever: Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot
free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is
light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give
you rest.” In His name, I declare that your sins are * forgiven. Rest in God’s love. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” ELW 858
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1 Praise to the Lord, the Al - might-y, the King of cre-a -  tion!
2 Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is won-drous-ly reign - 1ing
3 Praise to the Lord, who will pros-per your work and de - fend you;
4 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me a - dore him!
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O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and sal- va -  tion!
and, as on wings of an ea - gle, up - lift - ing,sus-tain - ing.
sure-ly his good-ness and mer - cy shall dai - ly at- tend you.
All that has life and breath, come now with prais - es be - fore him!
9] | | | i i E | !1{ —
: o
e i s == -
S (rr =+ =
Let all who hear now to his tem - ple draw near,
Have you not seen all that is need - ful has been
Pon - der a - new what the Al-might - y can do
Let the a - men sound from his peo - ple a - gan.
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join - ing in glad ad - o - ra - tion!
sent by his gra - cious or - dain - ing?
if with  his love  he be - friend you.
Glad - ly for - ev - er a - dore him!



GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray...
O God, you are the source of life and the ground of our being.
By the power of your Spirit
bring healing to this wounded world,
and raise us to the new life of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen. Following the prayer, please SIT.
WORD
FIRST READING: Hosea5:15—6:4,6
15T will return again to my place
until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face.
In their distress they will beg my favor:
6:1“Come, let us return to the LORD,
for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us;
he has struck down, and he will bind us up.
2 After two days he will revive us;
on the third day he will raise us up,
that we may live before him.
3 Let us know, let us press on to know the LORD;
his appearing is as sure as the dawn;
he will come to us like the showers,
like the spring rains that water the earth.”
4 What shall I do with you, O Ephraim?
What shall I do with you, O Judah?
Your love is like a morning cloud,
like the dew that goes away early.
®For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice,
the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING: Romans 4:13-25

For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. “If it is the adherents of the law who are to
be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. °For the law brings wrath; but where there is no
law, neither is there violation.

1For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed
to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of
Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 7as it is written, "I have made you the father of many
nations")—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into
existence the things that do not exist.

Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become "the father of many nations," according
to what was said, "So numerous shall your descendants be." "He did not weaken in faith when he
considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old),
or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah's womb. 2°No distrust made him waver concerning
the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 2'being fully convinced
that God was able to do what he had promised. *?Therefore his faith "was reckoned to him as
righteousness." 2*Now the words, "it was reckoned to him," were written not for his sake alone, >*but
for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead,
»who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA VERSE [The assembly STANDS to welcome the gospel
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Al-lz=lu - i, al = le-lu - ia, al-lIe=lu - in.  Repeat alleluia once

GOSPEL: Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26
A reading from the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ... Glory to you, O Lord.

As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and he said to
him, "Follow me." And he got up and followed him.

19And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and were sitting
with him and his disciples. 'When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, "Why does
your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?" '?But when he heard this, he said, "Those who
are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. '*Go and learn what this means, 'I
desire mercy, not sacrifice.' For [ have come to call not the righteous but sinners."

"®While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader of the synagogue came in and
knelt before him, saying, "My daughter has just died; but come and lay your hand on her, and she

will live." And Jesus got up and followed him, with his disciples. **Then suddenly a woman
3



who had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years came up behind him and touched the
fringe of his cloak, 2!for she said to herself, "If I only touch his cloak, I will be made well." *?Jesus
turned, and seeing her he said, "Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well." And instantly
the woman was made well.

2*When Jesus came to the leader's house and saw the flute players and the crowd making a
commotion, **he said, "Go away; for the girl is not dead but sleeping." And they laughed at him.
2But when the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took her by the hand, and the girl got
up. 2°And the report of this spread throughout that district.

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.  Please SIT

SERMON “Just Respond” The Rev. Brian M. Robison, pastor

Following the sermon, the assembly STANDS to proclaim the word of God in song.

HYMN OF THE DAY “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” ELW 588
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1 There’s a wide-ness in God’s mer - ¢y, like the wide-ness of the sea;
2 There 1is wel-come for the sin - ner, and a prom-ised grace made good;

3 For the love of God is broad-er than the mea - sures of our mind;
4 'Tis not all we owe to Je - sus; it is some-thing more than all:
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there’s a kind-ness in God’s jus - tice which is  more than lib - er - ty.
there is mer-cy with the Sav-ior; there is heal-ing 1in his blood.
and the heart of the E - ter-nal is most won-der - ful - ly kind.
great - er good be - cause of ¢ - vil, larg - er mer-cy through the fall
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There is no place where earth’s sor - rows are more felt than up in heav'n.
There is grace e - nough for thou-sands of new worlds as great as this;
But we make this love too nar - row by false Ilim -its of our own;
Make our love, O God, more faith-ful; let us take you at your word,
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There is no place where earth’s fail - ings have such kind-ly judg-ment giv'n.
there is room for fresh cre - a - tions in that up-per home of bliss.
and we mag-ni - [y its  strict-ness with a zeal God will not own.
and our lives will  be thanks-giv - ing for the good-ness of the Lord.




PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION The names of those for whom we pray aloud (members, staff, first-time
additions) are listed below. Please read only the first names. Other prayer intentions can be found in the back of
this bulletin. The response to “God of grace,” is “Hear our prayer.”

Ken Augustine, Eleanor Benton, Rob Buck, Gary Dozier, Evelyn Duncan, Art Engelage, Michael Foppe,
Mary Hill, Morris Kugler, Diane Maes, Bruce Martens, Diane Martens, LLucy Montgomery, Ron Neustadt,
Tina Partelow, Marilyn Robinson, Cohen Summers, Carol Weshinskey, Gary Weshinskey

PEACE

The assembly is invited to share a greeting of God’s peace with one another. Following the Peace, you may be
seated for a few moments.

OFFERTORY “Graceful Circles Unbroken” Alto Saxophone: Aaron Fuchs

OFFERING

Should you wish to leave an offering today, it may be placed in the wooden box on the table near the baptismal
font at any point during or after the service.

OFFERING PRAYER Please STAND as you are able
Assistant: Let us pray together...

Loving God,

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.

We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit abiding with us

now and forever. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING spoken
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

1t is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior, Jesus Christ; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name, and join their unending hymn:
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Ho - san - na, ho - san - na in the  high - est.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER chanted
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

S714

Our Fa-ther in heav - en, hal - lowed be your name,

your king-dom come, your will be done, on earth as in heav-en.
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Give us to-day our dai - ly bread. For - give us our sins
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as we for-give those who sin  a-gainstus. Save us from the time of tri - al
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and de - liv-er us from e - vil. For the king-dom, the pow’r,
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and the glo-ry are yours, now  and for-ev - er. A - men.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

LAMB OF GOD Please SIT
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Lamb of God. you take a-way the  sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

Communion is open to everyone. In this sacrament, we believe that Christ is truly present in the bread and

wine. At this service, communion will be served from around the altar rail. At the usher’s direction, please come

forward and kneel at the altar rail.

¥ After receiving the bread, you may take an individual cup or drink from the chalice.

¥ You may return to your seat after communing.

¥ Those who do not wish to commune may come forward for a blessing. Please cross your arms over your
chest to indicate this preference.

¥ Reception of the Eucharist under one kind (bread or wine) is valid communion for those who must avoid
either for health reasons.

¥ Ifyou are unable to go to the altar for communion, please notify an usher or the pastor, so that communion
may be brought to you in your pew.

Acknowledgements: Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms)
from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the
USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Liturgy reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship. Used with permission of OneLicense #SBL07861.
Songs and hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #4-729176: "There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” ©1977 GIA Publications, Inc.; “Have No Fear
Little Flock” ©1973 Concordia Publishing House; “Thankful Hearts and Voices” © 1978, Augsburg Fortress;, “Morning Has Broken” ©2006
Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Some hymn music has been altered due to space considerations. All other printed hymns used are in the Public Domain.



COMMUNION HYMNS “Have No Fear, Little Flock” ELW 764
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1 Have no fear, fit-tle  flock; have no fear, lit - tle
2 Have good cheer, lit-tle flock; have good cheer, lit - tle
3 Praise the Lord  high a - bove; praise the Lord  high a -
4 Thank-ful hearts raise to  God; thank - ful  hearts  raise to
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flock, for the Fa - ther has cho - sen to
flock, for the Fa - ther will keep you in
bove, for he stoops down to  heal you, up -
God, for he stays close be - side you, n
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give you the king-dom; have no  fear, lit - tle  flock!
his love for - ev - er; have good cheer, lit - tle  flock!
lift and re - store you; praise the  Lord  high a - bove!
all things works with you; thank - ful  hearts raise to  God!
“Morning Has Broken” ELW 556
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1 Morn-ing has bro - ken  like the first morn - ing;  black-bird has
2 Sweet the rain’s new fall, sun - lit from heav - en, like the first
3 Mine is the sun - light! Mine is the mom - ing, bom of the
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spo - ken like the first b1rd Praise for the sing - ing! Praise for the
dew-fall on the first grass. Praise for the sweet-ness of the wet
one light F-den saw play! Praise with e - la - tion, praise ev-'ry
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morn - ing! Praise for them, spring - ing fresh from the
gar - den, sprung in com-plete - ness where God’s feet
morm - ing, God’s re-cre -a - lion of the new

After the distribution is complete, the assembly STANDS for the blessing.

TABLE BLESSING

a e
T T
Word!
pass.
day!

The Body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.



CANTICLE AFTER COMMUNION  “Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise” ELW 206
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Assistant: Let us pray together... Compassionate God,

through the gifts of bread and wine

our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,

may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,

through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
May God - Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer — Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit - bless, heal, and hold

you today and always.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” ELW 836
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1 Joy - ful, joy - ful we a - dore thee, God of glo-ry, Lord of love!
2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav’n re - flect thy rays,
3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be-fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun  a - bove.
stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of un - bro - ken praise.
well-spring of the  joy of liv - ing, o -cean-depth of hap - py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad - ness,drive the gloom of doubt a - way.

Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth-er, all who live in love are thine;
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Giv - er of im - mor-tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.

chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee.
teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the joy di-vine!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSAL
Heaven has come near. Go, share the Good News. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE “Trumpet Tune” Mouret

MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY
Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Brian M. Robison + Assisting Minister: Sherri Foppe
Lector: Charlie Duncan + Crucifer: Rex Rothgangel
Chalice Bearer & Tech Minister: Mike Murakami + Safety Volunteer: Melanie Robison
Organist: Evelyn Duncan + Ushers: Frank Dressel & Jason Martens
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Praver Intentions

Members
Ken Augustine, Eleanor Benton, Mary Boxdorfer, Rob Buck, Gary Dozier, Evelyn Duncan, Art Engelage,
Michael Foppe, Mary Hill, Morris Kugler, Diane Maes, Bruce Martens, Diane Martens, Lucy Montgomery,
Tina Partelow, Marilyn Robinson, Cohen Summers, Carol and Gary Weshinskey

Family and Friends
Dennis Althardt, Bert Alvarez, Stellamarie Bearth, John Belz, Jim Boeving, Thomas Boxdorfer, Jim Braeutigam,
Patty Brennecke, Patrick Campbell, Susan Carson, Christine, Arianna Curnes, Catherine Davis, Mike Ellison,
Katrina Fenner, Josh Gansmann, Christine Gass, Viv Gillespie, Joni Giordano, David Graber, Stephanie
Groennert, TC Groennert, Glenna Hamilton, Andrea Hendrix, Jamie House, Jimmy Jurgens, Austin Lickenbrock,
Dusty Little, Donna Loesche, Becky Loeschner, Wyatt Madison, Christopher Martiszus, Bobby McCall,
Don McCoy, Allen Martens, Janet Middendorf, Linda Munn, Pr. Ron & Debbie Neustadt, Dean Norrenberns,
Hilda Parnell, Tim & Missy Partelow, Lana Perry, Larry Powers, Goldie Rideout, Darrell Robinson,
Sarah and Family, Jill Schlueter, Stefanie Schroeder, Denise Sebastian, David & Donna Sims, Margie Snep,
Tom Stookey, Ingrid Thompson, David Vaught, Toni Walston, Louise Wilson, Margie Wilson, Molly Witherell,
Karen Woolf, Ken Zika, Chloe Zipperer

Members and Friends Serving in Our Nation’s Military
Ethan Collins, Tom Fox, Taiylar Foppe Merrel, Josh Merrel, Ryan McKenzie, Amy Morgan

Members celebrating birthdays this week
Trevor Crosby (6/8), Charles Palmer (6/11), Cheryl Newsome (6/13), and Deb Guenther (6/13)

For those to be joined in Marriage this week
Trevor Crosby & Crestina Pacheco (6/13)

Members celebrating Wedding Anniversaries this week:
Frank & Jan Dressel (6/7), Quinton & Courtney Roberts (6/8), and Kathy & Rex Rothgangel (6/12)

St. Mark Staff
Pastor: The Rev. Brian M. Robison
Administrative Assistant: Randi Cardoza + Music Director: Carol Kugler

Organist: Evelyn Duncan + Parish Nurse: Becky Schnitzius
Pastor Emeritus: The Rev. Ronald C. Neustadt
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Mark Times

News & Notes for June 7, 2026

THE WEEK AHEAD
Wednesday, June 10: 9:30AM Evangelism/Social Ministry meeting — conf. room
Thursday, June 11: 6:00PM Yoga — Parish Hall
Friday, June 12: 7:30A-1:30PM  Beacon Ministries Yard Sale Fundraiser
Saturday, June 13: :30A-1:30PM Beacon Ministries Yard Sale Fundraiser

Pastor Out of Town
Pastor Brian will be out of town to officiate the wedding of Trevor Crosby and Crestina
Pacheco this Wednesday, June 10 through Monday, June 15. Next Sunday, we
welcome back Pastor Wayland Middendorf as our guest preacher and presider.

In case of pastoral emergency, please contact Fr. Mark Ohlemeier of St. George’s at
785-220-5528.

Belleville Summer Sack Lunch Program
We’'re excited to continue our partnership with Westview Baptist to provide free lunches for low-
income kids!
Donations: Individually packaged Cheez-Its, chips, pretzels, nut-free cookies (homemade cookies are
welcome!), and juice pouches (e.g., Capri Sun). Drop off at church or contact Sherri Foppe for other
arrangements.
+ Monetary gifts welcome: Give to Sherri, Ann Martens, or online: https://secure.myvanco.com/L-
YT91/campaign/C-15AC7
+ Volunteers Needed for...

Packing: Wednesdays, 5-5:45 PM @ Westview Baptist

Delivery: Thursdays, 10:35 AM—-1 PM

Dates: June 1-Aug 7 (weekly)
+ Sign-up in Parish Hall, or contact Sherri (618)791-6148 | cookinsherriz@gmail.com or Ann (618)235-
7762 | ga72mart@charter.net if you have questions.

Beacon Ministries Fundraiser Yard Sale

If you have even a little time to spare THIS Friday, June 12 and Saturday, June 13 from 7:30am to
1:30pm, join in this multi-congregational fundraiser to raise funds for Beacon Ministries. Volunteers are
needed before the event to move and arrange furniture, household items and other items that were
donated but do not serve Beacon's clients’ needs. Volunteers are needed both days of the event
also. Please contact Sherri Foppe for more information and/or to volunteer.
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Summer Office Hours

With the slower summer months, Randi’'s administrative assistant hours are reduced by one day each
week, with a commensurate reduction in pay. Through the end of August, her work hours will be
Monday-Thursday from 12:00PM-4:00PM. *Henry will be in the office on Fridays (9a-3p) should anyone
need to access the office proper.

gwar,.  Ladies Lunch Bunch This Week
g AV': For June’s gathering, the LLB will meet on Wednesday, June 10 at 12 noon at Wahaka
"/ Margarita Bar and Grill in O’Fallon (1405 green Mount Rd Ste. 100, O’Fallon). Call
wuw™  peggy Andersen at 618-791-0992 with questions.

Save the Dates!
+ This year’s “Patriotic Potluck” will be held in the Parish Hall on Saturday, June 27 from 4:00PM-
6:00PM. A sign-up sheet for attendance and dishes is in the Parish Hall.

+ Consider joining the group of us traveling to EverVella (formerly Mercy/Rosewood) Rehab & Care
Center (Swansea) and another location to be determined on Sunday, July 5 to sing some patriotic
songs and other favorite melodies. More information coming soon!

Free Summer Meals

Healthy and nutritious free summer meals are available for all children ages 18 and under for
breakfast (7:30AM-8:30AM) and lunch (10:30AM-1:00PM), Monday through Thursday from June
1 through July 2 at the Belleville East Cafeteria (255 West Blvd, Belleville, IL). Be sure to pass the
word along to any families who might benéefit!

Reflection on Today’s Readings

Today the readings point to the mystery of holiness as a mystery of life-giving and love-sharing power.
Such power begins and ends with life and love shared. This mystery is one the disciples of Christ are
invited into, for he gives over his power to heal, to enlighten, and to love. That ideal of Christ’'s power,
the power to care, to share, and to heal, has not been the power that humans have used through history.
Power over others rather than power for others has been more typical, from personal relationships to
those of more global proportions. Today we are called to receive again the power that is given to all
disciples. This day we are called to be co-creators with Christ of a world where Christ’s power continues
to heal, to affirm, to encourage, to empower others. In giving his gift of reconciliation, we receive more
of that gift, for Christ’s table assures those who believe that they shall share his power to proclaim and
manifest God’s kingdom. —Shawn Madigan, CSJ in Homilies for the Christian People, 112-113

St. Mark Offerings for 5/31: General Fund: $2,666;
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