ST. MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH

A congregation of the
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
welcomes you!

T he 19th
Sunday after

Fentecost

Octobcr 4,
2026

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
SATURDAY

“SHINE” CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP: 6:00 PM (15" SATURDAYS-CHAPEL)

SUNDAY
THE DIVINE LITURGY: 9:00AM
EDUCATION HOUR: 10:30AM

105 EAST “D” STREET BELLEVILLE, IL 62220
EMAIL: WORSHIP@STMARKBELLEVILLE.ORG

THE REV. BRIAN M. ROBISON, PASTOR
THE REV. RONALD C. NEUSTADT, PASTOR EMERITUS

+ To parents with small children: We are glad your family is worshiping with us today! “Quiet Bags”
(supplies & activities for use by small children) are available in the Welcome Area. If you or your child need
a break from the service, feel free to use the Welcome Area/narthex (the service is audible over the speakers).

+ An accessible Restroom is available off the Welcome Area/Narthex next to the accessibility lift to the lower
level. Parish Hall and additional Restrooms are located on the lower level of the main church building. The
stairway is off the entrance foyer. An usher will be happy to assist you with the lift.

+ Assistive listening devices and low vision items are available. Please ask one of our ushers for assistance.

+ Land Acknowledgement: This church is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the
Quapaw, Myaamia, Kaskaskia, and Kickapoo peoples, and we give thanks for their presence here
since time immemorial. We also recognize and honor all our Indigenous siblings who have and still call
this land home.



PRELUDE
WELCOME

“I Have Decided to Follow Jesus”

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS Please STAND as you are able
Blessed be the Father, +*Son, and Holy Spirit — the one God who pours love into our hearts and

healing upon the earth. Amen.

Hayes/Wagner

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.

You may KNEEL or remain as you are. Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God, we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and
in our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our
relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to show
genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile us to
one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through Jesus Christ, in whom there is no

condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive 7 freely this healing gift

of grace. Amen.

GATHERING HYMN “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” ELW 836
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1 Joy - ful, joy - ful we a - dore thee, God of glo-ry, Lord of love!
2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav’'n re - flect thy rays,
3 Thou art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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light of day.

re - joice in thee.

joy di-vine!



GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to know
those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Following the prayer, please SIT.
WORD
FIRST READING: Isaiah 5:1-7
'T will sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard:
My beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill.
2 He dug it and cleared it of stones and planted it with choice vines;
he built a watchtower in the midst of it and hewed out a wine vat in it;
he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded rotten grapes.
3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah,
judge between me and my vineyard.
* What more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it?
When I expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield rotten grapes?
> And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard.
I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured;
I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down.
T will make it a wasteland; it shall not be pruned or hoed,
and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns;
I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.
"For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel,
and the people of Judah are his cherished garden;
he expected justice but saw bloodshed;
righteousness but heard a cry!

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Acknowledgements: Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except
psalms) from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches
of Christ in the USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Liturgy reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship. Used by permission:
License #SBL07861. Songs and hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #4-729176: “When Long Before Time/ THE SINGER AND THE
SONG” ©1995 Augsburg Fortress Publishers; “The Church of Christ in Every Age” © 1971 Hope Publishing Company “Thankful Hearts
and Voices Raise” Text & Tune © 1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress; “Guide My Feet” ©1999 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. All other hymns
used are in the Public Domain.



PSALM: Psalm 80:7-11, 14-15 sung responsively between leader and congregation
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"Restore us, O ! God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we ! shall be saved.
8 You have brought a vine ! out of Egypt;
you cast out the nations and ! planted it.
?You cleared the ! ground for it;
it took root and ! filled the land.
10The mountains were covered | by its shadow
and the towering cedar trees | by its boughs.
1 You stretched out its tendrils ! to the sea
and its branches ! to the river.
“Turn now, O | God of hosts,
look | down from heaven;
Sbehold and ! tend this vine;
preserve what your right | hand has planted.

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:4b-14

[Paul writes:] “° If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: ° circumcised
on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; °as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness
under the law, blameless.

"Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8 More than
that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.
For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may
gain Christ ® and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law
but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. 1°T want
to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming
like him in his death, ' if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.

12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but I press on to lay
hold of that for which Christ has laid hold of me. !} Brothers and sisters, I do not consider that I
have laid hold of it, but one thing I have laid hold of: forgetting what lies behind and straining
forward to what lies ahead, '*1 press on toward the goal, toward the prize of the heavenly call of
God in Christ Jesus.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



ALLELUIA VERSE [The assembly STANDS to welcome the gospel
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al - le - Iu - ia.

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:33-46
A reading from the Holy Gospel... according to the apostle Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] 33 “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a
fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and
went away. >* When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his
produce. ¥ But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another.
36 Again he sent other slaves, more than the first, and they treated them in the same way. 3’ Then
he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.” *® But when the tenants saw the son,
they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” ** So they
seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. ** Now when the owner of the vineyard
comes, what will he do to those tenants?” *! They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a
miserable death and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the
harvest time.”

%2 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:

‘The stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,
and it 1s amazing in our eyes’?

3 “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people
that produces its fruits. ** The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces, and it will
crush anyone on whom it falls.”

4 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he was
speaking about them. *° They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they
regarded him as a prophet.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  Please SIT

SERMON “Producing the Fruits” The Rev. Brian M. Robison, pastor

Following the sermon, the assembly STANDS to proclaim the word of God in song.



HYMN OF THE DAY “The Church of Christ, in Every Age” ELW 729
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her - 1 - tage and keep on ris - ing from the dead.
bread to eat, and nev - er live be - fore they die.
sac - 1l - fice, and clothed in Christ’s hu - man - 1 - ty.
share our bread and feed  the starv - ing mul - ti - tude.
out re - serve, and spread his lib - er - at - ing word.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION The names of those for whom we pray aloud (members, staff, first-time
additions) are listed below. Please read only the first names. Other prayer intentions can be found in the back of

this bulletin. The response to “Hear us, O God,” is “Your mercy is great.”

Ken Augustine, Eleanor Benton, Natalie & Cody Best, Don Boatman, Dave Brauer, Rob Buck,
Cindy Collingham, Lorraine Crannage, Gary Dozier, Evelyn Duncan, Art Engelage, Michael Foppe,
Ola Fulton, Mary Hill, Morris Kugler, Diane Maes, Bruce Martens, Lucy Montgomery, Ron Neustadt,
Jon Newton, Tina Partelow, Marilyn Robinson, Wilma Shroat, Nancy Tegtmeier, Cohen Summers,
Carol Weshinskey, Gary Weshinskey

PEACE

The assembly is invited to share a greeting of God’s peace with one another. Following the Peace, you may be
seated for a few moments.

CHOIR ANTHEM “All to You” Dana Mengel

Text can be found on page 10
OFFERING

Should you wish to leave an offering today, it may be placed in the wooden box on the table near the baptismal
font at any point during or after the service.



OFFERING PRAYER Please STAND as you are able

Assistant: Let us pray together...

God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have.

Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts

in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

1t is indeed right, our duty, and our joy... and join in their unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER  Traditional
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come;
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

LAMB OF GOD Please SIT
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you Dbear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

Communion is open to everyone. In this sacrament, we believe that Christ is truly present in the bread and

wine. At this service, communion will be served from around the altar rail. At the usher’s direction, please come

forward and kneel at the altar rail.

X After receiving the bread, you may take an individual cup or drink from the chalice.

¥ You may return to your seat after communing.

% Those who do not wish to commune may come forward for a blessing. Please cross your arms over your
chest to indicate this preference.

¥ Reception of the Eucharist under one kind (bread or wine) is valid communion for those who must avoid
either for health reasons.

¥ Ifyou are unable to go to the altar for communion, please notify an usher or the pastor, so that communion
may be brought to you in your pew.

COMMUNION HYMNS
“When Long Before Time” ELW 861
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1 When long be - fore time and the worlds were be - gun,
2 The si - lence was bro - ken when God sang the Song,
3 The sounds of the crea - tures were one  with their Lord’s,
4 Though down through the a - ges the Song dis - ap - peared,
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and all  was deep si - lence and night reigned su - preme,
and with its  first birth - cries cre - a - tion was  born,
the Sing - er  was pleased as  the earth sang the Song,
the Sing - er comes to us to sing it a - gain,
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and e - ven our Mak - er  had on - ly a dream—
and crea - ture - ly voic - es sang praise to the morn.
the choir of  the crea - tures re - ech - oed it long.
our God - is - with - us in the world now as then.
5 The Light has returned as it came once before,
the Song of the Lord is our own song once more,
so let us all sing with one heart and one voice
the Song of the Singer in whom we rejoice.
6 To you, God the Singer, our voices we raise,
to you, Song Incarnate, we give all our praise,
to you, Holy Spirit, our life and our breath,
be glory forever, through life and through death.
MEN’S CHOIR “It is No Secret” Hamblen/Arr. by Lister

After the distribution is complete, please STAND as you are able for the blessing.

TABLE BLESSING
The Body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Assistant: Let us pray together. ..

Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.

Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,

following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the
Spirit. Amen.

The God of grace * bless you now and forever. Amen.



SENDING HYMN “Guide My Feet”
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1 Guide my feet
2 Hold my hand
3 Stand by me while I  run this race.
4 I'm your child
5 Search my heart g
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Guide my feet
Hold my hand
Stand by me while T run this race.
I'm your child
Search my heart
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Guide my feet
Hold my hand
Stand by me while I  run this race,
I'm your child
Search my heart
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for 1 don’t want to run this race in vain.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
DISMISSAL
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE “Ratisbon”

MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY

ACS 987

D. Burton

Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Brian M. Robison + Assisting Minister: Danielle Tribout

Crucifer: Rex Rothgangel + Lector: Charlie Duncan

Chalice Bearer & Tech Minister: Mike Murakami + Safety Volunteer: Mark Bearth
Organist: Evelyn Duncan + Ushers: Frank Dressel & Jason Martens



All To You by Dana Mengel

Early in the morning light, Lord, I sing, sing your praise.
Late in the dark of night, Lord, I sing, sing your praise.
You’re my rock and you 're my shield, everything to you I yield.

You’re my fortress, you’re my light. You re my very heart s delight.
Lord, you lift me when I fall, Lord you answer when I call.
1 surrender all to you. O my Savior, yes I do! All to you.

Early in the morning light, Lord, I sing, sing your praise.
Late in the dark of night, Lord, I sing, sing your praise.
[ surrender all to you. I surrender all to you. Yes I do.

FEAST OF ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI

Coming Soon!
Saturday, October 24, 6:00PM: Reformation Potluck & Hymn-Sing

Friday, October 30, 5:00-8:00PM: Downtown Belleville Trick or Treat
Sunday, November 15: Pumpkin Palooza

Saturday, November 21: Boy Scout Food Drive
GriefShare: Surviving the Holidays

Saturday, December 5, 10:30AM 50t Anniversary worship service
at the Belleville Philharmonic Hall —
luncheon to follow in the Parish Hall
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Praver Intentions

Members
Ken Augustine, Eleanor Benton, Natalie & Cody Best, Don Boatman, Dave Brauer, Rob Buck, Cindy Collingham,
Lorraine Crannage, Gary Dozier, Evelyn Duncan, Art Engelage, Michael Foppe, Ola Fulton, Mary Hill, Morris Kugler,
Diane Maes, Bruce Martens, Lucy Montgomery, Ron Neustadt, Jon Newton, Tina Partelow, Marilyn Robinson,
Wilma Shroat, Cohen Summers, Nancy Tegtmeier, Carol Weshinskey, Gary Weshinskey

Family and Friends
Dennis Althardt, Bert Alvarez, Stellamarie Bearth, John Belz, Jim Boeving, Thomas Boxdorfer, Patty Brennecke,
Patrick Campbell, Susan Carson, Christine, Liliam Coleman, Robyn Combs, Catherine Davis, Mike Ellison,
Katrina Fenner, Maryann Fernandez, Josh Gansmann, Christine Gass, Viv Gillespie, Joni Giordano, David Graber,
Stephanie Groennert, TC Groennert, Glenna Hamilton, Jamie House, Debbie Jacobs, Jimmy Jurgens, Rachel Knicely,
Austin Lickenbrock, Dusty Little, Donna Loesche, Becky Loeschner, Wyatt Madison, Christopher Martiszus,
Bobby McCall, Don McCoy, Allen Martens, Janet Middendorf, Linda Munn, Pr. Ron & Debbie Neustadt,
Dean Norrenberns, Hilda Parnell, Tim & Missy Partelow, Lana Perry, Larry Powers, Goldie Rideout,
Darrell Robinson, Sarah and Family, Jill Schlueter, Stefanie Schroeder, Larry Powers, Denise Sebastian,
James Showmaker, David & Donna Sims, Margie Snep, Tom Stookey, Ingrid Thompson, Gary Timm, Pat Tubbs,
David Vaught, Toni Walston, Louise Wilson, Margie Wilson, Molly Witherell,
Karen Woolf, Ken Zika, Chloe Zipperer

Members and Friends Serving in Qur Nation’s Military

Joshua Anthony, Ethan Collins, Tom Fox, Taiylar Foppe Merrel,
Josh Merrel, Ryan McKenzie, Amy Morgan

Members celebrating birthdays this week
Cindy Collingham (10/4) and Greg Martens (10/6)

St. Mark Staff
Pastor: The Rev. Brian M. Robison
Administrative Assistant: Randi Cardoza + Music Director: Carol Kugler
Organist: Evelyn Duncan + Parish Nurse: Becky Schnitzius
Pastor Emeritus: The Rev. Ronald C. Neustadt
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MARK TIMES

News & Notes for October 4, 2026

THE WEEK AHEAD
Sunday, October 4: 4:00PM SHINE Worship with Pet Blessing
Monday, October 5: 2:30PM Fiber Arts at Westfield Manor
Wednesday, October 7: 10:30AM  Joint Use Meeting — Conference Room
Thursday, October 8: 4:15PM Voice Choir

6:00PM  Bell Choir
6:00PM Yoga — Parish Hall
Friday, October 9-10: Belleville Chili Cook-Off

Adult Forum: Witchcraft: Strictly Taboo?

What does the Bible actually say about witchcraft — and how has the church
wrestled with it, badly and well, across two thousand years? Join Pastor Brian as we
trace this question from Exodus and the witch of Endor, through a hard stretch of \
church history that both Rome and Wittenberg have to own, into what Lutheran and N
Catholic teaching say today. We'll close by looking at a living reality for our own Lutheran communion:
sister churches across Africa who handle witchcraft accusations and exorcism ministry as ordinary
pastoral work. All are welcome (pointy hats encouraged, but not required!).

Blessing of the Animals TODAY!
We join our partners from St. George’s and our animal friends to celebrate the feast of
= St. Francis with a special SHINE service and a Blessing of the Animals!
Bﬁ&]ﬂ& Our service is at 4:00PM TODAY, October 4 in the church courtyard*. Please bring
k= PetS | your own chair if possible.
Part of our service is dedicated to remembering our beloved pets who have died. You are invited to
bring a photo of your departed pet (framed, if possible) to place on a remembrance table.

*If the courtyard is obstructed by construction materials, the event may be held on the big parking lot.

Pastor at Continuing Education

Pastor Brian is away for a conference Friday, October 8 through Sunday, October 11. In case of
pastoral emergency, please contact Fr. Mark Ohlemeier at 785-220-5528.

St. Mark Offerings for 9/27: General Fund: $985.16; D Muller Landscaping: $101; Fiber Arts: $101;
Grounds/Property Maintenance: $101



Chili Cook-Off Help Wanted!
‘Tis the season! Belleville’s annual Chili Cook-Off will be Friday, October 9 and
Saturday, October 10. The production and sale of St. George’s chili benefits both  *
congregations, and volunteers are needed to make this event a success. Tentative
plans are to make and sell at least 200 gallons of White Chili this year.

Preparation begins next week! FINAL Chicken cooking is scheduled 9:00AM-3:00PM on
Wednesday October 7. Each cooking day needs two three-hour shifts of two people to accomplish
the grinding, cooking and bagging of the cooked chicken.

RN

SHARE THE WARMTH October 4 thru 25, 2026

Continuing to be inspired by “Phillip’s Wish” in the movie 5000 Blankets and the needs of our food
pantry clients, a collection of gently worn coats, thermal underwear, sweatshirts, t-shirts,
undershirts, socks, hats, mittens, gloves, scarfs, etc. will be collected for the homeless in our area.
Warming blankets, handwarmers and new underwear for men and women are also greatly appreciated.
Donations may be distributed to various organizations throughout the project period with donation
numbers provided at the end of the collection. A collection container will be in the Narthex/Canterbury
Room next Sunday. Please feel free to contact Sherri Foppe at 618 791-6148 with any questions.

Our All Saints Sunday worship service is Sunday, November 1 at 9:00AM.
‘ Names of deceased loved ones may be entered into our Book of Remembrance,
which is now on the St. Mark table in the Narthex. You are welcome and encouraged
\ to write names of any deceased loved ones you wish to remember. You may also
A” 53"”” Df’y contact the church office (office@stmarkbelleville.org) to add a someone to the list.
All written names will be included in the worship folder, but only the names of those who have died
over the past year will be read during the service, with a single toll of a bell after each name. Please
mark a star or an asterisk next to the names of loved ones who have died in the last year.

St. Mark 50" Anniversary celebration!
St. Mark Lutheran Church turns 50 years old in December, and the anniversary
committee has been hard at work planning events! A year of celebration kicks
off on Saturday, December 5 at 10:30AM with a commemorative worship
service in the place where it all started: the Belleville Philharmonic Hall. A
luncheon in our Parish Hall immediately follows.

Then starting in January, we will alternate celebrating a “decade” of St. Mark (with photos, memorabilia,
and special guests) one month, and an anniversary activity the following month. Activities will include a
church retreat, trivia night, organ concert, picnic/BBQ, bells/choirs concert, and culminating in a float in
the 2027 Belleville Santa Parade!

The anniversary committee meets each month in the Parish Hall, and anyone may sit in on the
meetings. OR, if you missed the original call for committee members, it's not too late! We’re glad to have
more committee members to help make our celebration as grand as it can be. All are welcome!

the LLB will meet this Wednesday, October 14 at 12 noon at Belleville Pancake House

Ladies Lunch Bunch NEXT Week sﬁww\"’e
3 §< \=
(3605 North Belt West, Belleville). Call Cheri Batten at 618-233-5649 with questions. s

o
ank s


mailto:office@stmarkbelleville.org

	WORSHIP SCHEDULE

