ST. MARK LUTHERAN CHURCH
A congregation of the

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA
welcomes you!

The Second
Sunday of
Christmas

January 2,
2022

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
SATURDAY
“SHINE” CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP: 6:00 PM (1ST SATURDAYS-CHAPEL)

SUNDAY
THE DIVINE LITURGY: 9:00AM
EDUCATION HOUR: 10:30 AM
105 EAST “D” STREET BELLEVILLE, IL 62220
PHONE: 618.233.9809
EMAIL: WORSHIP@STMARKBELLEVILLE.ORG
WEBSITE: WWW.STMARKBELLEVILLE.ORG
The Reverend Brian M. Robison, Pastor
Masks/face coverings remain REQUIRED during worship for all attendees regardless of vaccination
status. If you did not bring a mask with you, please take one from the table near the outside door.
To parents with small children: We are glad your family is worshiping with us today! “Quiet Bags”
(supplies & activities for use by small children) are available in the Welcome Area. If you or your
child need a break from the service, feel free to walk to the Welcome Area/narthex (the service is still
audible over the speakers).
Parish Hall and Restrooms are located on the lower level of the main church building. The stairway
is off the entrance foyer. An accessibility lift to the lower level is located in the Welcome Area. An
usher will be happy to assist you.
Assistive listening devices and low vision items are available. Please ask one of our ushers for
assistance.
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January 2, 2022 + The Second Sunday of Christmas
PRELUDE & WELCOME
GATHERING
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS Please STAND
Blessed be the Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit – the one God who sends the word with angels, who
is made flesh among all peoples, and who breathes peace on all the earth. Amen.
In Christ, we are bold to confess our sin and cry out for peace.
Please KNEEL or remain STANDING

Holy God, we confess our sin before you. We replace compassion with competition. We
seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek. We are quick to anger but slow to forgive.
We have not put on love in harmony with you. Wrap us in the grace of your powerful
Word. Swaddle our hearts with your peace, that all we do, in word or deed, may reflect
your love born among us. Amen.
I bring you good news of great joy for all people: God has come among us in the child born of
Mary, Christ the Lord. In Christ your sins are + forgiven and you are clothed in peace. Amen.
The assembly STANDS and faces the cross as it enters. You may bow as it passes, honoring the mystery of our
salvation.

GATHERING HYMN

“Let All Together Praise Our God”
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GREETING
Christ is born: Alleluia, alleluia! The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
HYMN OF PRAISE

“Glory to God”

ELW 139

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your grace
empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Following the prayer, please SIT
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WORD
FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
18
Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy wearing a linen ephod. 19His mother used to
make for him a little robe and take it to him each year, when she went up with her husband to
offer the yearly sacrifice. 20Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, "May the LORD
repay you with children by this woman for the gift that she made to the LORD"; and then they
would return to their home.
26
Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the LORD and
with the people.
The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Colossians 3:12-17
12
As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,
humility, meekness, and patience. 13Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against
another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14Above
all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15And let
the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be
thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all
wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 17And
whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through him.
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
ALLELUIA VERSE

The assembly STANDS to welcome the gospel.

GOSPEL: Luke 2:41-52
A reading from the Holy Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ as recorded by the evangelist
Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.
41

Now every year [Jesus'] parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 42And when he
was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 43When the festival was ended and they
started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. 44Assuming
that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day's journey. Then they started to look for him among
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their relatives and friends. 45When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him.
46
After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and
asking them questions. 47And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers.
48
When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, "Child, why have you
treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety." 49He said to
them, "Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's house?" 50But
they did not understand what he said to them.
51
Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother
treasured all these things in her heart. 52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and
human favor.
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON Please SIT

The Rev. Brian M. Robison

Following the sermon, the assembly STANDS to proclaim the word of God in song.

HYMN OF THE DAY

“Of the Father’s Love Begotten”
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APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord.
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION The names of those for whom we pray can be found in the Mark Times
newsletter. The response to Merciful God, receive our prayer…

MEAL
PEACE The assembly is invited to share a distant greeting of God’s peace with one another.
Following the Peace, you may be seated for a few moments
Should you wish to leave an offering today, it may be placed in the wooden box on the table near the baptismal font
at any point during or after the service.

OFFERINGS

Angel’s Carol

OFFERING PRAYER
Assistant: Let us pray. Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. As we
offer ourselves and these your gifts, prepare us to receive the grace and truth you offer at this
table and renew in us the song of your salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is indeed right…we praise your name, and join their unending hymn:

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER traditional
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
In Christ's manger, at Christ's table, come, see what God makes known for you.
LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION Please SIT
Communion with wafers and individual cups of wine will be distributed around the altar rail.
Please come forward as you are directed by the ushers. After taking and consuming the wafer,
please step to the side to receive the wine and then deposit the cup in the basket by the front pew
before returning to your seat. If you prefer, you may elect to receive pre-packaged communion
elements that you can take with you to consume in your seat or after worship. Please indicate
this choice to the pastor when you come forward.
COMMUNION HYMNS
“What Feast of Love”

ELW 487

Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Scripture quotations (except psalms) from the
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the
USA. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Songs and hymns reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship. Used by permission, CCLI
#11179424. Songs and hymns reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-729176.
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“The First Noel”

ELW 300

TABLE BLESSING After the distribution please STAND.
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.
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CANTICLE AFTER COMMUNION “Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise”

ELW 204

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Assistant: Let us pray. We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us, in these gifts of
bread and wine. As we have shared this feast of love, strengthen us to share your love with all the
world. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.
SENDING
BLESSING
The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh – Father, +Son, and Holy
Spirit – now and forever. Amen.
SENDING HYMN

“Hark the Herald Angels Sing”
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior. Thanks be to God.
MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY
Presider & Preacher: The Rev. Brian M. Robison + Assisting Minister: Greg Martens
Lector: Charlie Duncan + Ushers: Frank Dressel & Jason Martens
Organist: Evelyn Duncan

Mark Times News & Notes
Coffee Hour and Sunday School Suspended for January
In light of the surge in COVID cases from the Christmas holiday and the highly transmissible Omicron
variant, the Church Council has elected to suspend coffee hour and Sunday School for the month of
January. We will reassess during the month and hope to restart both in February.

Masks/face coverings are REQUIRED during worship for all attendees regardless of vaccination
status. Those who are immuno-compromised or otherwise high-risk should consider avoiding indoor
activities altogether (including worship & coffee hour).

REMEMBER! If you are experiencing any symptoms associated with COVID-19 (stuffiness, runny
nose, cough, intestinal distress) – even if you are fully vaccinated – please err on the side of caution
and stay home unless you have tested negative for COVID within the last 72 hours.

St. Mark Game Day Postponed
Our Game Day scheduled for January 22 is postponed to a later date due to the coronavirus surge.
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Church Nursery Help Wanted
St. George's is looking for volunteers to help staff the church nursery during Sunday morning services. If
anyone is interested, it would be during St. George’s late service from 10:15 - 11:15AM. They are also
offering a paid position from 9:00A - 11:30A, at a rate of $34 per Sunday. Applicants must be at least
18 years of age. If you or anyone you know of would like to help, please contact Randi or Henry in the
church office.

St. Mark Offerings
General Fund: $2,387 (includes online offerings received by 12/30),
Muller Landscaping Fund:
$300

PRAYER INTENTIONS
St. Mark Members
Toni Brendel
Cindy Collingham
Gary Dozier
Evelyn Duncan
Lila Frerichs
Greg Guenther
Randy Hinkle
June Isselhardt
Ron Kenly
Judy & Ivan
Kohlmeier
Pam Lovell
Dwight Ness
Linda Ness
Kim Palmer
Mary Skifton
Barb Wurdinger

Family and Friends
Dennis Althardt
Bill Benton
Dennis Beshears
Teresa Brightman
Susan Carson
Dorothy Cheek
Christine
Brian Collingham
Andre Davis
Catherine Davis
Brian Dinges
Chuck Farley
Katrina Fenner
Jesse Ferris
Anna Gabriel
Mary Lou Galley
Roger Gansmann
Christine Gass
Joni Giordano
David Graber
Carrie Gravot

Margy Groennert
Stephanie Groennert
TC Groennert
Lawrence & Teo Hair
Randy Hayes
Jennifer
Jamie House
Donna Koudelka
Austin Lickenbrock
Pat Likness
Dusty Little
Wyatt Madison
Wally Martin
Glenda Martiszus
Dorothy May
Pr. Wayland Middendorf
Allen & Mary Jane Martens
Brian Nelson
Pr. Ron & Debbie Neustadt
Dean Norrenberns
Tim & Missy Partelow

Hilda Parnell
Debbie & Larry Powers
Eileen Robertson
Darrell Robinson
Sarah and Family
Dave Schaaf
Jill Schlueter
Stefanie Schroeder
Renee Scott
Margie Snep
Harrison Wheeler
Kris Whitley
Elisabeth Woodrome
Wilma Woolf
Ken Zika

THANKSGIVINGS AND INTERCESSIONS
We pray for those who celebrate their birthday this week:
Letitia Downen (1/3), Diane Maes (1/7), and Mike Foppe (1/7)

12

